Hectal feeding must necessarily mean partial starvation of the patient, for it is not possible for the rectum and colon to absorb enough foodstuffs in 24 hours to supply the minimum number of calories required by the body in that time. Nevertheless there are circumstances in which it is impossible to feed by the mouth, and rectal feeding is resorted to as being better than no feeding at all. It has even been found possible to maintain life by nutrient enemata over periods of six weeks or more at a stretch. When rectal feeding becomes necessary, it is most important to give such enemata as will be most 
